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Bringing Your Dog or Cat from Canada to Costa Rica

A relocation guide from the Tiffany Russell Group

Moving to Costa Rica with a pet is one of the most common questions we hear from Canadian clients,
and the good news is that it is absolutely doable. It just takes some planning, a couple of vet visits, and
enough lead time to get the paperwork endorsed by CFIA. Here is the process, step by step.

Canadian Food Inspection Agency, pet export information:
inspection.canada.calen/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/exports/pets

Step-by-Step: What You Need to Do

1. Let your vet know as early as possible that you are relocating to Costa Rica with your dog or cat.

2. Schedule your pet's official exam within 14 days of your departure date. This exam is what your
Costa Rica health certificate is based on.

3. Ask your vet whether they will provide the health certificate form or whether you should bring it with
you.

4. Your vet needs to document the following on the certificate:

o Rabies vaccination

o Dogs vaccinated against distemper, hepatitis, parvovirus, and leptospirosis

o Cats vaccinated against feline viral rhinotracheitis, calicivirus, panleukopenia, and feline
leukemia

o Internal and external parasite treatment, completed within 14 days of travel

5. Confirm the exact address you are heading to in Costa Rica, along with your departure and arrival
airports. Both go on the certificate.

6. The International Health Certificate must be completed by a veterinarian licensed to practice in
Canada, then taken to a CFIA office to be endorsed and stamped. Book your CFIA appointment as
early as possible; give as much advance notice as you can, since availability varies by region.

7. Make several copies of the signed, endorsed certificate: one for your carry-on, one for your checked
bag, and one left with family back home.


https://inspection.canada.ca/en/animal-health/terrestrial-animals/exports/pets

IMPORTANT NOTES

e The vet exam must fall within 14 days of your departure to Costa Rica, with parasite treatment and the
health form completed in that same window.

o Double-check with your airline directly. Some carriers require the exam to have happened within 10 days
of travel, which is tighter than Costa Rica's own rule.

« If this is your pet's first-ever rabies vaccination, it generally must be given at least 30 days before arrival in
Costa Rica. A pet already current on rabies typically does not need to restart that clock, but confirm the
timing with your vet.

+ CFIA endorsement must happen before your pet leaves Canada; it cannot be completed after departure.

Need a Hand With the Move?

Relocating to Costa Rica is a big move for the whole family, pets included. Coordinating timelines,

paperwork, and finding a pet-friendly home once you land is exactly the kind of thing the Tiffany Russell
Group helps clients navigate every day.

Requirements are set by the Costa Rican government and the Canadian Food Inspection Agency and can change without notice. This
guide is provided for general planning purposes; always confirm current requirements with your veterinarian and the official CFIA page
above before you travel.
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